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HAITI HOME BUILD
Building a home for the Dolce family
Who is Welcome
Home Haiti (WHH)?
WHH is made up of 3
pillars…

Discipleship
• Daily devotions
• Weekly bible study
• One on one mentoring
• Counseling

The House That Love Built

Homes

Our thanks goes out to all of the friends, family and supporters who
helped make this happen! We have completed the first WWKD project
in Haiti this past week in partnership with Welcome Home Haiti, and
could not have seen this dream come true if it weren’t for each and
everyone of you. Lisa, Jeremy, Sarah, Annabelle and Maddy wanted to
take some time and share the trip to give you a feel for what each day
brought us. There will be a blog post on the www.wwkd.org website
that will provide additional thoughts and team members perspectives
of what each of them took away from this trip, we hope you’ll check
that out.

• Match families with a
supporting individual or
group
• Employ Haitian men for the
construction of each home
• New home to a family in
need

Employment

Some of our favorite things included:

• Hot daily meal

1. Being back in Haiti and playing with the kids

• Health and life insurance

2. Meeting Danice (the new homeowner)

• Savings program

3. Helping out a family in need (see Sunday’s notes)

• Educational support

4. Learning more about Welcome Home Haiti

• Benevolence assistance

5. Bible study (see Monday’s notes)

To learn more about Welcome
Home Haiti visit
www.welcomehomehaiti.com

6. Building furniture
7. Home dedication and giving Danice the keys!
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July 20th - Off to Haiti
All checked in at the airport, and ready for
our flight to Haiti! On the flight Lisa read
Kelsey’s journal from her last trip in 2014,
you could feel the love she had for this place
and we are ready to carry on her legacy.
Arriving in Haiti we made our way through
Customs (with some help from Frankie) and
met up with our drivers, George and our
guide, Judney.
Since there were only 5 of us we got to ride in
the front of the truck as we headed to the
guesthouse at Welcome Home Haiti (our
home for the next week). Children waved and
pointed saying “blancs”, we smiled and
waved back.
We reached the guesthouse and were met by Shelley and given a tour, such a beautiful place! We got to meet
the other team staying there with us, they were doing work with Haitian Christian Ministries (HCM). A great
group! We saw a stick house that was typical of some of the Haitian homes and learned they sometimes they
would build these for those in need.
After dinner we asked Judney to take us to Danice’s house. It was a short walk; she knew who we were as soon
as she saw us, giving us each a hug. We shared about Kelsey and WWKD, she told us to keep our faith in God
and she was praying for us.
We headed back to the guest-house to call it a night.

Stick House built at Welcome Home Haiti
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July 21st - Worship & loving your neighbor
Pancakes and sausage for breakfast and we headed out to church. We found a spot closer to the front, and
during the 2nd or 3rd song, Steve informed us that Pastor Bob was going to call us up to the front to have us
introduce ourselves and the foundation. After a few more
songs we were called up and Lisa shared Kelsey’s story
and how WWKD was started, then each of us introduced
ourselves saying how many times we had been to Haiti.
When we were done, the pastor asked if he could give us
each a hug. Services continued for about 2 1/2 hours with
the sermon and more songs. Melissa, one of the team
members from IN also sang, it was really good! Danice
stopped to give us each a huge hug after church, she
radiates joy!
With services complete, the plan was to head back to the
guesthouse and listen to a Welcome Home Haiti
orientation, but when in Haiti you need to remain flexible.
Steve and Shelley were made aware of a situation from
some of their workers about a family who had a little girl
Sunday’s sermon at Pillatre Christian
who had injured her foot (they thought it was broken) and
Church
needed to go assess the situation. Steve shared that they
had been working with the men to form a committee and
encourage them to live out God’s 2nd Commandment, to
love your neighbor as yourself. Each month they do a service project for someone in need in their community.
Making sure they give back, and share blessings with others in need. Though they had just finished this months
project a week ago, they knew this was something very important. We rode in the truck with them to where the
family lives. When we arrived, we saw a little girl about 2 years old sitting in a wheel chair. Through
conversations, in Creole, we confirmed that the little girl indeed had a broken bone, her femur. She had been
taken to one of the hospitals where they x-rayed it and because they couldn’t pay for the treatment sent her
home. She was sitting in her brothers wheelchair who was 5 and has Cerebral Palsy. The family (dad - 29,
mom - 25, and their children) were living in a 6x8 space that was wrapped in tattered tarps and sheets with
cardboard for a roof, what would happen if a storm came through? Steve asked the father if he attended church,
he said he had no clothes for church. Steve then asked if he believed in Jesus Christ as his Savior and he said
yes. And then Steve offered him a job at Welcome Home Haiti, giving him an opportunity to provide for his
family. The men from the committee discussed what some of the options where, and decided to take the father
and his daughter to New Hope hospital and seek medical attention, and that they would cover the expenses.
While this conversation was going on, we were talking to Shelley about the home they lived in, and inquired
about a comment that was made about building this family a stick house. We wanted to know how much it cost
(approximately $600.00) and if we could help. Each of us looked at one another and decided we would raise
the money to build it! Shelley showed the mom the food they had brought them and how to prepare it. Dad got
ready and we loaded up in the truck, went back to WHH to drop us off and pick up Greg (the orthopedic
surgeon who was one of the leaders in the group from IN) and they left for the hospital. We have never seen
anything like it before, it makes you stop and think about how great we really have it.
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July 22nd - Putting on the roof
We headed out to Danice’s around 8:00am that morning. When we arrived we were again greeted with hugs!
Shelley asked if it would be ok for Lisa to take some pictures
of her current home and she showed her around.
Today’s goal was to build the truss and purlins to attach the
metal roof to. We unloaded the lumber and got to work! After
about 5-7 cuts, they guys asked if Lisa wanted to take over so
he could get on the roof. We cut and carried a lot of wood that
day and otherwise stayed out of their way while they busted
out the roofing. Around 11:45am we started back to the guesthouse for lunch. When we returned, it only took about an
hour to finish up. We talked about where we wanted to hang
the sign that Kim made and that we were going to keep it a
surprise!

Danice inside her current home

After dinner it was bible study at the Hari’s house. Each
Monday they do devotions with their guys and both teams
were invited to attend. We met Pastor Matt (he is the president of one of the local universities) who was leading
the discussion and that he would do it in both Creole and English. Not word for word, but ensuring the
sentiment of the story was understood. He was amazing, his passion and ability to speak from the heart made it
easy to understand the message he was sharing!
When bible study was over, Steve mentioned that he had another surprise for us, remember when he forgot to
tell us about introducing ourselves at church? He asked each of us to come stand in the center of the group so
that they could lay hands on us and pray for our hurt and healing. He shared about Kelsey and her passing, the
work we were doing to honor her legacy and how much she meant to so many people. Greg open the prayer in
English then Rodelyn prayed in Creole. They prayed for healing and the work we were doing for the Dolce
family. Pastor Matt closed, reminding us that God has a plan, and though we do not understand we must
believe and trust in Him. There was so much love and support surrounding us, it was so powerful!

July 23rd - Building furniture and sealing the bricks
With French toast with peanut butter and bacon for breakfast, we were off to build the furniture for Danice’s
home. The goal for today was to build the furniture and
seal the bricks (inside and out). We started hauling all of
the wood we would need out of the container and over to
near the office. Maddy and Annabelle measured and
marked where to cut each one with the help of Judney and
Roudelin. They turned the saw over to Lisa again and she
cut almost every piece, with the exception of some angled
ones, for 4 twin beds, 1 full bed, a table and 2 benches.
Sarah, Jeremy, Annabelle, Maddy, Peterson, Miaky, and
Roudelin started putting everything together. We finished
quickly, even faster than some of the larger teams - we
rock!
Peterson, Sarah and Jeremy building a bed
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After lunch we were back at the house ready to
seal the inside and outside of the brick for both
the house and the outhouse (a toilet room and
wash room). There were lots of people at the
house to watch the team. Anyone who wanted to
help seal grabbed a roller or brush and got to
work. Adults and children worked side by side
and the different languages weren’t a barrier, we
all knew we needed to cover all of them. With
this much help we got it done in just a little over
2 hours! It was time to head back and get
cleaned up for dinner, a traditional Haitian
dinner of rice and beans with legume, SO
GOOD!
Tonight a storm rolled through with the wind
blowing so hard it was raining sideways. It
cooled everything down for a while, and was
really powerful to watch.

Everyone pitching in to seal the bricks

July 24th - Staging and Home Dedication
Today is the day we’ve been working for this past year, we are staging the Dolce family home and turning over
the keys to this amazing woman! Each and every one of
you helped bring us to this place from donations,
volunteering time, gifts and talents to raise the funds
needed to make this dream come true.

Home staging

We locked ourselves in the house, no peeking, and began
to unpack and set up all of the donated items from the
wish list you purchased. Sarah and Jeremy set up the
dining area with place settings for 10. Annabelle, Maddy
and Lisa made the beds with Roudelin’s help in hanging
the mosquito netting and installing the solar lights that
hang in
the
living
area,

Danice’s bedroom and the front porch. We were able to
complete all of the staging in a little less than 2 hours. Time
to get cleaned up and ready for this afternoon.

More staging
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The Home Dedication Ceremony was scheduled for 2:30pm today. We
brought some of Kelsey’s ashes with us, and after discussing where we
thought would be the best place to spread them, we decided that this
beautiful palm tree in front of Danice’s house was perfect. With everyone
there, we stepped off to the side of the house to say a prayer and each of us
put some ashes in our hand to rub on the palm’s trunk. I think some of the
people from the other team knew what we were doing, and created some
space for us to have some privacy. We felt Kelsey’s presence with us
always on this trip, and now was especially strong. We were in the last
hour of completing this project that’s been underway for over a year.
Once Pastor Bob arrived and Steve opened with a few words, then turned it
over to Jeremy to speak. After a couple of deep breaths, what he shared
with beautiful, and difficult for him to say. He shared with everyone about
who Kelsey was, how WWKD was started and shared 2 quotes from her
journal on the last trip she took to Haiti. Pastor Bob then read from the
Bible and Rodelyn sang a worship song. Annabelle had talked to Shelley about singing a song, and it was her
turn, she sang “Even When it Hurts” by Hillsong United,
but before she started she asked Judney to help translate
the meaning of it so everyone would understand what she
was singing about. She shared that God is with you when
things are good and when they are bad, when you are
worried and to know He never leaves you - it was so
powerful, to hear her say that with this crowd all around.
Once she had finished, Steve closed in prayer and it was
time to turn over the key’s to Danice!
We walked her over to the house and had her show us in,
we could feel Kelsey’s presence; Danice was so grateful
and full of joy, it was worth every ounce of sweat this
week! She walked through each of the rooms with the
biggest smile on her face. When she came to her room she immediately went for the Bible and held it to her
heart thanking God (we didn’t need a translator for that).
It’s hard to put into words how the completion of the project made us feel. Great joy in being able to carry on
Kelsey’s legacy and give to the people of Haiti, and a little sorrow that today was complete and we’d soon be
heading home.
The evening wrapped up with the Welcome Home Haiti
orientation (originally planned for Sunday) and swim time
at the Hari’s. Annabelle and Maddy were invited to go to a
soccer game with Jasmine, Jadyn, Janae, Roudelin and
George so we headed back to start packing.
Steve, Shelley, the girls and all of the staff and employees
at Welcome Home Haiti have been amazing, we are really
going to miss them…
Turning the keys over to Danice
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July 25th - Amiga Island
Our last full day in Haiti and it was a day for relaxing and recharging on Amiga Island. We took a water taxi
around 9:00am and started out towards the island. It was a 30-40 minute ride and we got a fresh ocean breeze
on the way! Amiga Island is a privately
owned island that the government leases out
to a couple family’s that “manage” each side
of. Sometimes when the cruise ships are in
port it can be a little crazy, but today it was
just us, quiet and beautiful. We went
swimming and took in a little walking tour
around the island, it takes about 15 minutes
to walk all the way around. Shelley brought
goggles and a snorkel to swim around the
little reef and see the tropical fish! We
collected shells and then made sandwiches
and had some chips and cookies. It was a
very relaxing day.

We had also decided that we wanted to spread some
of Kelsey’s ashes at the beach (of course)… she has
been with this this entire trip and we have felt her
presence along side everything we’ve done, it
seemed fitting. Jeremy and Annabelle placed her
ashes in the ocean, and Maddy found a place on the
beach. We are all going to miss this place.
It was time to pack up and head back to Welcome
Home Haiti. We got back and had another
traditional Haitian dinner along with some
chocolate brownie dessert with cool whip that
Shelley and the girls made - it was heavenly!
We sat around that evening talking about the fact
that we want to come back, soon. We have formed
amazing relationships and want to keep them
growing. This is the type of community we want to
be a part of long term. We also discussed the family
we had met on Sunday and how we could help raise
the money to build the stick home for them. As we
talked, we realized that Annabelle had raised $400
for her birthday fundraiser, Lisa had raised $100
with her Facebook fundraiser and Sarah had received $100 to go towards missionary work with Welcome
Home Haiti. We already had the money raised! We hope the family can see how much they are loved.
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July 26th - Heading home
We had a couple of hours after breakfast, and before we needed to head
to the airport so we went to check out the WHH village.
The village is a piece of property the church purchased for families
who had been nominated and selected for sponsorship of a new home,
but didn’t own the land to build it upon. We walked through the village
and said “Bonjou” to the people who were outside. We talked about the
land, and what Haitian’s know about farming, and learned it’s not
really something they do well there.

Our last stop before heading back to get our luggage and leave for the
airport was to stop and see Danice. We wanted to say goodbye and let
her know we would be back someday and would come by to see her. Still
radiating joy she said she would pray for us and we told her we would be
praying for her. We thanked her for being such a blessing in our lives and
that we knew Kelsey would have LOVED her!
After we said
our goodbyes
we packed up
for the airport
and made our
way through
town back to
Cap Haïtien.
We got all
checked in
and through security and when boarding our plane,
said goodbye to Haiti… this will not be our last
trip…
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